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POLICY ON THE USE OF WIKIPEDIA 


The Internet resource known as Wikipedia is a valuable information tool. Like all other 
tools, however, Wikipedia has its proper uses, and its misuses. Like all other tools, Wikipedia is 
appropriate for some applications and inappropriate for others. 


Wikipedia does not employ the reviews and controls that are traditionally present in most 
scholarly publications. Though its openness to public contribution and editing has resulted in 
broad coverage, Wikipedia lacks the standards to ensure consistent accuracy, editorial 
accountability, and academic credibility. 


Therefore, Wikipedia and other publicly-edited databases are generally not acceptable as 
sources for scholarly citation (exceptions may exist where the research relates to Wikipedia itself, 
or where the parameter to be documented is public opinion or popular rumor). 


Accordingly, Wikipedia may be used by a researcher to obtain an overview of a topic, or 
to find other valid sources. Wikipedia may not be cited as a source of information unless it is the 
primary source of the information (e.g., information about Wikipedia itself). 


EXAMPLE: 
The Wikipedia article on "History of alcoholic beverages" states: 

"Around 1,750 BC, the famous Code of Hammurabi devoted attention to alcohol." 
[Wikipedia, "History of Alcohol," available on the Internet at 
<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_alcohol> (23 March 2016) (accessed 1 April 2016).] 

It is incorrect to cite the Wikipedia article on "History of Alcohol" for the proposition 
that King Hammurabi's Code regulated the beer and wine trade. 

It is, however, appropriate to consult the Wikipedia article on "History of Alcohol" and, 
noting its statement about the Code of Hammurabi, directly access the Code of Hammurabi itself 
and find the Code's references to the regulation of the beer and wine trade. The citation should 
then be made directly to the Code of Hammurabi and not to Wikipedia. 


THUS: 


Code of Hammurabi King of Babylon (R. F. Harper, transl., U. of Chicago Press, 1904), 
page 37, §§ 108 - 111. 
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THINGS THAT WILL CAUSE YOUR TERM PAPER TO BE 
DOWNGRADED: 


In past semesters, Prof. Ryesky has downgraded Business Law Term Paper 
assignments on account of the errors and omissions which follow. Students who desire 
good Term Paper grades are therefore well advised to avoid the errors and omissions 
listed below. 


1. Assignment submitted after the due date. 


2. The sources are not properly cited in the Term Paper. A proper citation consists of a 
note in the body of the Term Paper, as well as an orderly bibliographic listing of all 
sources at the end of the Term Paper. As described in the approved style manuals, it is 
permissible to give a simplified citation in the footnotes or textnotes, but complete source 
information is required for each item in the bibliography at the end of the Term Paper. A 
bare URL, without a title, date of document, and date accessed, is not a proper citation. 


3. Less than 15 valid sources are cited. 


4. The 15 sources cited include invalid sources such as the Course textbook (any edition), 
companion publications to the textbook, encyclopedias (including the Wikipedia web 
resource) and/or a dictionary. [N.B. Such sources may be cited, but they do not count 
toward the 15 required for the Term Paper.] 


5. The source citations do not include a date when one is available. 


6. The source citations do not include an author's name when one is available. [Note: 
some sources do not provide an author's name.]. 


7. The work submitted is not the student's own work. 


[Note: Merely stringing together a collection of quotations, even if properly cited and 
footnoted, will not produce an "A" grade Term Paper. The Instructor wants to see 
analysis of the concepts, facts or events reported in the cited sources, from the standpoint 
of how the concepts, facts or events relate to the Course topics, and/or what real world 
changes can be expected in connection with the concepts, facts or events reported in the 
cited sources. The student's analysis must add some scholarly value to the information 
provided by the cited materials. | 


